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COMMENTS OF ROCHESTER
TELEPHONE CORPORATION

Rochester Telephone Corporation ("Rochester") submits

these comments in response to the Commission's March 10, 1994,

Public Notice regarding proposed modifications to the

Commission's customer proprietary network information ("CPNI")

rules.~/ The Commission requests comment on whether it: (a)

should extend the current rules that apply to the Bell

companies and GTE to the remaining exchange carriers; and (b)

1/ Public Notice, Additional Comment Sought on Rules
Governing Telephone Companies' Use of Customer
Proprietary Network Information, FCC 94-63 (March 10,
1994) ("CPNI Public Notice").

By Order dated April 14, 1994, the Bureau extended the
time for filing comments to May 5, 1994. Computer III
Remand Proceedings: Bell Operating Company Safegua£d~

and Tier 1 Local Exchange Company Safeguards, CC Dkt.
90-623, Order, DA 94-331 (April 14, 1994).
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should modify those rules to take into account certain privacy

concerns.~/ The Commission should decline to take either step.

First, when the Commission adopted its CPNI rules, it

concluded that the costs of applying those rules wholesale to

exchange carriers other than the Bell companies would outweigh

any benefits that could be obtained thereby.~/ Although the

Commission subsequently decided to extend those rules to GTE,~/

the basis for its conclusion not impose similar requirements on

smaller exchange carriers remains valid. As United and Centel

observe, their operations are orders of magnitude smaller than

those of any of the Bell companies or GTE.2/ Rochester's

exchange operations are even smaller. The Rochester, New York,

operating company serves essentially one, mid-sized

metropolitan area and Rochester's Tier 2 subsidiaries

2/ CPNI Public Notice at 2.

~/ Amendment of Section 64.702 of the Commission's Rules and
Regulations, CC Dkt. 85-229, Report and Order, 2 FCC Red.
3072, , 204 (1987).

~/ Application of Open Network Architecture and
Nondiscrimination Rules to GTE Corporation, CC Dkt.
92-256, Report and Order, FCC 94-58 (April 4, 1994).

2/ United and Centel at 6-7.
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serve much smaller, mostly rural areas. QI Thus, the reasons

that caused the Commission to apply its CPNI rules only to the

Bell companies and GTE remain equally valid today.

Second, the Commission should not modify its CPNI rules

to address privacy concerns. The Commission designed its CPNI

rules to address competitive, not privacy, considerations.II

More importantly, the Commission's proposal is a solution in

search of a problem. Rochester, which is not subject to the

Commission's CPNI rUles,li l has not received any complaints

regarding its use of CPNI. Thus, experience over the past

several years provides no basis for the Commission to modify

its CPNI requirements to address supposed privacy concerns.

QI The Rochester, New York, operating company serves
approximately 500,000 access lines and its Tier 2
subsidiaries, in the aggregate, serve approximately
400,000 access lines. This figure is substantially less
that the 5.8 million access lines served by United and
Centel and less that one-twelfth the number of access
lines served by Southwestern Bell, the Bell company that
serves the fewest number of access lines.

II USTA at 2-4.

lil Rochester is subject -- for intrastate purposes -- to
CPNI rules promulgated by the New York Public Service
Commission.
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For the foregoing reasons, the Commission should act upon

the proposals contained in the CPNI Public Notice in the manner

suggested herein.

Respectfully submitted,

Mich~tt·d.~hortley, III

Attorney for Rochester
Telephone Corporation

180 South Clinton Avenue
Rochester, New York 14646
(716) 777-1028

May 4, 1994
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